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THE PHYSICAL BASIS  OF MIND.

had motors of a different kind from the movements of
animals. The scientific conception of inert insensible Matter
was only attained through a long education in abstraction;
and is assuredly never attained by animals, or by savages. But
no sooner were vital conditions recognised, than the difference
between vital and mechanical movements emerged. When
men learned that many of their own actions were unaccom-
panied either by Love or Hate, by Pleasure or Pain, and that
many were unprompted by conscious intention, while others
were unaccompanied by conscious sensation, they easily con-
cluded that wherever the special conditions of Peeling were
absent, the actions must have some other motors. Intel-
ligence, Emotion, Volition, and Sensation being one by one
stripped away from all but a particular class of bodies,
nothing remained for the other bodies but insensible Matter
and Motion. This was the Theoretic Conception which
science substituted for the First Notion. It was aided by
the observation of the misleading tendency of interpreting
physical phenomena by the human standard, substituting our
fancies in the place of facts, manipulating the order of the
universe according to our imagination of what it might be, or
ought to be. Hence the vigilance of the new school in sup-
pressing everything pertaining to the subjective aspect of
phenomena, and the insistance on a purely objective classifi-
cation, so that by this means we might attain to a knowledge
of things as they are. By thus withdrawing Life and Mind
from Nature, and regarding the universe solely in the light
of Motion and the laws of Motion, two great scientific ends
were furthered, namely, a classification of conceptions, and a
precision of terms. Objective phenomena made a class apart,
and the great aim of research was to find a mathematical
expression for all varieties under this class. Masses were
conceived as aggregates of Atoms, and these were reduced
to mathematical ppints. Forces were only different modes of
Motion. All the numberless differences which perception
recognised as qualities in things, were reduced to mere varia-
tions in quantity. Thus all that was particular and concrete
became resolved by analysis into what was general and